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Foreword 


The printing of the 3" impression of this book entitled “A SPUR TO THE SIKH YOUTH” with a 
better quality paper and print gives us, the Sikh Missionary Society UK, a great pleasure. The book 
contains a brief but accurate account of Sikhs bravery and outstanding moral values in history. 
Muslim scholars like Qazi Noor Mohammed and Syyad Mohammed Latif praised their high spirit 
and character. It was the Khalsa who put a stop to constant invasions by the Turks and Pathans from 
the Afghanistan side. Several renowned historians and Anny Generals speak very highly of their 
bravery and performance in war as well as in peace. Some other historians and Army Generals worth 
mentioning here are: Dr. Ganda Singh, Dr. Gokal Chand Narang, pandit Madam Mohan Malviya, the 
British General, Sir Joseph Thack well and the British Commander Lord Gough. It is hoped that after 
reading the book the Sikh youth in the West will be encouraged to follow the footsteps of their 


forefathers in their day to day life. 


Teja Singh Manget 

Hon. General Secretary 

The Sikh Missionary Society U K 
8-10 Featherstone Road 

Southall 
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A Letter 
(From a Son to Father) 
Respected Father, 


Sat Siri Akal 


Your enquiry from a friend in this country as to whether | was still wearing my 
turban and hair after living here for five years has prompted me to write this letter in 
addition to the regular family correspondence. 


It was nice of you to enquire about my welfare. It however reflected a typical 
parental worry by numerous persons who summarize Sikhism in a beard and a turban 
alone and notin the fundamental principles. Having been born and brought up in a Sikh 
family was the reason | was a Sikh before leaving India but the reason now is somewhat 
different. Now it is because | have decided to be a Sikh. This is howit all happened. 


During my second year here, | asked myself a question. What is Sikhism and why 
was | a Sikh? With a built-in curiosity and a mind oriented for science research | was 
unwilling to accept the idea that | will remain a Sikh simply because | was born a Sikh. As 
you know recitation from Guru Granth Sahib was a daily ritual in our home and still is, 
but no one ever mentioned that | should learn Punjabi. The result is that till now I can't 
write our script and whatever reading practice | have is from reading mother's letters all 
these years. At home, I was told to and | did memorize Japji by heart but no one told me 
what it meant. | recall that belief in horoscopes and fasting was common in our family 
and now | wonder how little of the Sikh philosophy did we incorporate in our daily 
living. With a past like this my above questions were bound to appear sooner or later. 


Where should | go in search of more facts about the history and heritage of the 
Sikhs in this foreign land? 


This was my next question. | started by looking under the word ‘Sikh’ in the 
reference catalogue of the library of a big university. To my surprise | found a 


treasure. 
The need to know more about myself was so great and urgent that 
every day's delay amounted toa sense of guilt and un-fulfilment. With 
a full academic load, | started on my'search’ 
| started of with the recently published History of the 
Sikhs, Vol. 1, by Khushwant Singh. It was very informative 
and translations of our holy writings at the 
end of the book were really y= 
interesting. For the first time | 
understood Japji and the 
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Mool-Mantar which defined the Sikh God. 


| discovered great rationalism and maturity in the words, ‘There is but one God, 
whois all Truth, the Creator, without fear and enmity, Immortal, Unborn, Self-existent. 
The True One wasin the beginning, is now also and shall be in future too’. 


Such a description of God did away with controversial and naive ideas like His skin 
colour, His place of birth, and numerous other attributes imagined by man. But the 
most significant thing | found was that the definition of Akal-purakh did away the 
immature and egotistical human practice of casting God in the human garb, making 
Him subject to the laws of life and death, a form imperfect by definition and improper 
for the Almighty. Evolution of such a concept as written in the Mool-Mantar, shows 
unusual maturity in the earliest stages of the development of Sikhism. 


Then came Khushwant Singh's second volume of the History of the Sikhs also. | was 
lucky to find the ‘Heritage of the Sikhs' by Harbans Singh published in 1964 in India. | 
learnt a lot from the book. Before that, | was unaware of the Sikh-English relations, the 
Singh Sabha and Gurdwara Movement, the account of Chief Khalsa Divan and other 
happenings in the past 120 years or so. One by one | read the works of Cunningham, 
Macauliffe, Kohli, Banerjee, Ganda Singh, Gopal Singh and others including the 
biography of Maharaja Ranjit Singh by Fakir Syed Waheedudeen published in 1965 
from Pakistan. | also started reading ‘The Sikh Review' from Calcutta and 'The Sikh 
Courier'from London. 


Well, you may ask, ‘What happened from all this study you did?' | think | have an 
answer. In India, | wasa Sikh, true, but an inactive one, unaware of the rich heritage that 
covered five centuries before me, and just a Sikh in name. Now! ama Sikh, but not the 
same that | was in India. Here | was a Sikh because | was bornin a Sikh family. At this age 
and stage, | ama Sikh because | want to be one primarily because of my appreciation of 

what our religion stood for and stands for. 


Have | cut my hair or will |? Part of this was the question you secretly asked 

someone else. | will not think of cutting my hair any more then removing my 

finger, or arm, or leg from my body. The hair besides being a cherished gift 

from Guru GobindSingh, is an integral part of me. How could myself to suit 

some immature minds? The principles of Sikhism are sound enough to 
enable a Sikh to meet others on his own ground. 


Although there is a lot of Arguments about religion even 
among people worshipping the same God in this 
country, America is basically tolerant 
to religious belief. My five 


years have not seen a y <a 
single case where | felt 


{bad or odd because 
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| wear a turban. | know that the sight of a Sikh male catches immediate attention, or 
comments or stares. This is not an American characteristic, but a human one. Man is 
always curious, cautious, and perhaps suspicious of things or persons new in his 
environment. | remember how we used to stare at the Christian monks and nuns in 
their long strange clothes when we were small. 


Some Sikhs | know who came to this country shaved of their hair after varying 
periods of stay. One of them, a good friend of mine, removed his hair in the second year. 
One day when casually | asked him about the change, he said, 'I used to feel warm and 
uncomfortable in my office because of hair and turban." 


| really had a big laugh because this boy had spent twenty years living in 
Rajasthan(India), without feeling uncomfortable and here in an air-conditioned office 
he felt ‘uncomfortable’. There are several cases like the one above because most of 
such people have an inferiority complex or lack in self-confidence. This is most likely 
due to their lack of knowledge about themselves and what they stood for. They are 
immature to the extent that they find it necessary to record themselves in the shape of 
the majority tolive. 


| find Sikhism more than just the outer appearance of Sikh. If this were not so | 
would not be writing this letter since | don't think Sikhs would have survived that long. 
There is a very fine example here. A gentleman who is what we call SEHEJDHARI. But he 
is one of the strongest moving forces behind Sikh gatherings and celebrations in 
Chicago area. He travels several hundred miles to attend the monthly Kirtan in Chicago 
(U.S.A.). He is certainly a good Sikh. 


My case is typical of an urban Sikh boy of India. He takes religion for granted. His 

family makes little attempt to make him more than a Sikh in appearance. Unfortunately, 

every boy who is the way | was, will not have easy access to books and other media 

on the subject because books are so expensive. But | sincerely hope that parents, 

schools and other organizations in India will try their best to educate their 
children, students, and members. 


Here is a really great project for Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 

Committee. Sikhism will only grow when the Sikhs understand the 

foundation of their very existence and live as they are supposed 

to. Sikhism is not a passive religion. Sikhs cannot afford to be 
passive. There are a lot of vultures all over the place. 


So, here | am; a SIKH by choice. | cannot call myself 
a real Sikh because | have recently found myself. 
But one thing is sure. | have found the 
way. 
With best regards to all at home. 
Your loving son, 
Veer Singh 
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A Spur To The Sikh Youth 


My Sikh brothers and sisters , have you ever considered why you are so brave and 
martial? The whole world resounds with your acts of heroism. Who can forget your 
bravery displayed during the World Wars? The battlefields of Mesopotamia and 
Gallipoli, the expanses of North Africa and Mid-East and the jungles of Imphal and 
Manipur are even today heard crying that there came one from the Panjab with a 
strange look and turbaned head, whose “Wahiguru ji ki Fateh' seems to resound as 
clearly today as it did at the time of its utterance. 

Why go far? The Himalayas, the altitudes of Ladakh and Chashul and the rugged 
ridges surrounding the Sela Pass still echo with the slogans of *Sat Sri Akal so forcefully 
raised by the Indian Jawans during the war of Chinese aggression in the year 1962. 


Brothers, it was you who went across the Haji Pir Pass and Kargil heights to show the 
way to Pindi to the Pakistani warriors; yes, it was you who hushed the Patton Tanks in 
the fields of Khem Karan and Sialkot, and demonstrated to the world that your resolve 
was far stronger that the Patton tanks and superior to its jets. 

In the year 1738 when Nadir Shah invaded India and after subjugating the Delhi 
rulers plundered the city and killed thousands of Hindus and was returning to 
Afghanistan with a heavy loot of gold and silver and thousands of young Indian boys 
and girls, the Sikhs ambushed him on his way back and liberated from him a good deal 
of his plunder including the Indian youths enslaved by him. He was quite surprised and 
wanted to know who those daredevils 
were, who did not spare even him who 
had not been defied by the Mughal 
Emperor of India. He was told by Zakria 
Khan, the Governor of Lahore, ‘They are 
faqirs, who have saddles as their homes. 
They are seen taking a dip in the tank, 
erected by their Gurus twice a year and 
then they disappear. A draught of nectar 
from their Guru transmutes a coward into 
a lion—wonderful is its effect.' Hearing 
this Nadir warned Zakria Khan to beware 
of these people as they would one day be 
rulers of the land. 


My friend, have you ever considered 
what made Nadir Shah speak thus of the 
Sikhs? 


- At pages 39, 40 of the book ‘Tiger Kills,'a British General who fought the battles of North Africa and Mid-East during the Second 
World War, writes about the indian forces mostly Sikhs: 


“With a roar of ‘Waheguru jiki Fateh’ (To God the glory and victory) they swept up to the position and within five minutes all was 
‘over. The brave Naik Chanan Singh accounted for two heavy machine guns before a third killed him... The forlorn hope had 
succeeded’ 

. The Dally Tribune, Monday, Nov, 15, 1962: Cries of “Iai Hind" and ‘Sat Sri Akal raised by Indian Jawans reverberated over the 
rugged ridges beyond the 13,756 feet Sala Pass on Monday, as the first party of newsmen to visit the Front in NEFA took leave of 
men fighting to repel the Chinese aggression. 





xv 
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Two centuries have passed, when Ahmed Shah Abdali led thousands of Pathans to 
India and after defeating Rajputs, Marhattas and Jats returned with a heavy booty and 
eighteen thousand Indian girls and youths to his native land, none of the sons of India 
advanced to release the innocent daughters and sons of the land from Abdali's hands. 
He had crossed the Ravi and was still on this side of the Chenab, when Sardar Jassa 
Singh Ahluwalia, who had encamped in a jungle nearby, heard of the wretched and 
pitiable condition of the captives. How could he tolerate the helpless daughters of his 
motherland being abducted to Afghanistan? Blood boiled in his veins - it was a matter 
of self-respect with him. How could a Singh tolerate it? Will the Khalsa of Guru Gobind 
Singh keep mum, when the honour of India's daughters was at stake? How would the 
Khalsa justify its creation then? Did Guru Gobind Singh bring into existence another 
class of rosary-tellers only when there were already so many of them? No! Guru Gobind 
Singh raised an army of Saint soldiers, who will always fight in the name of God, in the 
name of Dharma and for the sake of the downtrodden and the oppressed. Were not the 
Indian girls being driven away like sheep to be enslaved and raped at the hands of 
rapacious Pathans? Jassa Singh trembled with rage. He called upon his men, who were 
busy cooking meals and preparing for lunch. He ordered them to get ready for the 
attack and share their lunch with the captive girls and boys. All were on their horses ina 
few minutes. They fell upon the Abdali's train escorting the prisoners, beheaded most 
of the escort -others ran for their lives, and the Sikhs returned with the captives 
to their hiding place in the 
jungle. The food that was ready 
by then was served to all. Every 
one of the boys and girls thus 
rescued was duly escorted to 
his or her parents. Dr.Gokal 
Chand Narang in his book 
‘Transformation of Sikhism' 
ends his narration of this 
incident with the lines: 'From 
that day Jassa Singh came to 
be called Bandi-chhor or 
Liberator. This act of chivalry 
and patriotism not only 
endeared Jassa Singh to all 
classes of Hindus and increased 
his power and influence, but 
also tended to enhance the prestige and popularity of the Sikhs." 

Friend, that is one out of the so many incidents of your chivalry and patriotism, two 
hundred years ago. Have you ever considered what was the secret behind it and where 





you stand now? 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji €library Namdhari€library@ gmail.com 


My friend! Do you know why 
you are so undaunted and 
fearless even in the very face of 
death? You sacrificed your life 
and all else at the altar of 
Dharma, for Truth's sake andin 
the service of the downtrodden 
humanity. You were bricked 
alive you were seated in boiling 
cauldrons, you were flayed, 
you were sawn alive, your flesh 
was pinched with pincers, you 
were hacked to pieces by being 
tied to wheels, you were cut 
piecemeal, your skull was 
chopped of, your babies were 
cut into mincemeat to be 
necklaces for you, you were 
burnt alive, you faced the rifle 
bullets unflinchingly as you 
were hanged, you were beaten 
to death - you suffered all these 
without ever running away or 
fearing death. 

















Remember the orders issued on Dec. 10, 1710, by the Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah 
for the wholesale massacre of the Sikhs wherever found, in the words 

‘Nanak Prastan ra har ja ki bayand ba qatal rasanand.' ? 
This was repeated during the reign of Farrukh siyyar. ‘Sayyad Mohammad Latif tells us in 
his History of the Punjab, that in hundreds and thousands they were brought to Lahore 
during the days of Zakria Khan, Yahiya Khan and Mir Mannu and were killed in streets 
and in the horse market - the Nakhas - outside Delhi gate. 





3, The followers of Nanak should be butchered at once wherever they happen tobe 





_—_ 


They gladly resigned to the Will and smiled it away with a 
song: 

‘Mannu asadi datri asin Mannu de soe 

Jion Jion Mannu wadhda asin doon swaye hoe’. 

—Quoted by Dr. Ganda Singh 

i.e., Mannu is our scythe and we his creepers, the more he 
hews us the more we grow. 
Friend, have you ever considered what made you so bold? 
Who infused into you that endurance? One shudders at the 
very idea but you suffered these most unflinchingly. Can you 
gauge the reason behind this bravery ? 
Generally one does not speak well of one's enemy. There 
must be something very unusual abut the person who is 
admired by his enemies. Qazi Noor Mohammed a Muslim 
bigot, who always uses the word 'Sag' (dog) for the Sikhs, 
writes in his book, the JangNama: 
“They (Sikhs) never kill a coward, nor pursue a fugitive. They 
do not deprive a woman, whether she comes of a well-to-do 










































family or a poor one, of her ornaments and 
other possessions. There is not a trace of 
rape or debauchery among these dogs, 
nor do they ever steal. Whether she is 
young or old, they always call a woman a 
Buriya (Buriya means an old woman in 
Indian dialects) and if ever they come 
across a woman on the way, they would 
simply ask her to get aside. There is no 
thief among these dogs; a housebreaker is 
never born in them. Their dealings may not 
be very fair, but they never associate with a 
debauch ora thief." 
Qazi Noor Mohammedis so very influenced by their virtues that he closes his state 
with the words: 

‘Sagan ra mago sag ki hastand daler 

Ba maidan-i mardan chun sheran daler.' 


i.e., 'They are dogs but do not call them dogs as they are very brave. In the battlefij 
they are bold like lions.’ 

Brother! Have you ever reflected upon those virtues for which even your enem| 
spoke thus of you? Do you still own these? 

The Mughal Emperors Aurangzeb, Bahadur Shah and FarrukhSiyyar, one a 
another, did their utmost to make the Sikhs extinct from the land, but they went 
multiplying and never shivered or were shaken from their stand. At last the governmd 
changed its policy of repression to one of appeasement and tried to seduce away so! 
of their leaders by offering them ministerships and Nawabships. But nota single pers: 
among them could be won over thus; the reason being that none of them. h, 
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personal axe to grind. Their all was Guru's. There was nothing that one could call 
one's own. Every Sikh stood for the Khalsa organization and the Khalsa provided 
shelter to all. There was no personal property and no question of inheritance. All 
children belonged to the Khalsa and it was the Khalsa's responsibility to bring them 
up. All had the same and equal status in the common brotherhood. The Khalsa 
was, de-facto, the Guru and everyone of the brotherhood had nothing but 
reverence and devout affection for the Khalsa. Everyone acted and prayed for the 
advancement of the Khalsa. (Even to-day the Sikh prayer, The Ardas, recited every 
morning and evening includes 'Where so ever be the Khalsa let all be protected and 
saved from ills.) Humility, modesty, service, endurance and benevolence were the 
great tracts of the Khalsa. They were a class of disciplined people. It was on account 
of this discipline among them that the Mughal government could not single out a 
man who would accept the Nawabship offered by it. At last the government 
offered it to the Khalsa as a whole and asked them to appoint a Nawab from among 
themselves. The offer was advertised but none came forward to accept it. The 
Khalsa then ordered Kapur Singh their stable supervisor to be designated as 
Nawab. He is the well-known Nawab Kapur Singh of the Sikh history, who gave the 
town Kapurthala its present name. 

Hereisanexampleof the then Sikhcharacter, of which not only the Sikhs 
but every man of principle should feel proud of. My friend! Have you ever 
realised how the Sikhs disdained and spurred the highest posts of dignity when the 
same interfered with their internal discipline? You are amember of the 

same Khalsa Brotherhood. Will 
you take the same stand if the 
time warrants? 

India had been repeatedly 
ravaged by Pathan and Turk 
invaders and every one of them 
had carried away gold and silver 
worth millions and thousands 
of beautiful girls through the 
breaches made in this beautiful 
edifice. The same could not be 
closed for eight long centuries. 
It were your forefathers the 
Sikh sardars, brother, who 
plugged the path of these 
invaders from the North and 

Fe gave so ferocious a fight that 
Haria Rahgla de' (There comes Haria) became the slogan of the Pathan mothers to 





frighten their weeping children into silence. Such was your reputation at the time when 
everyone in India was your enemy and a price had been laid on your head. But like a true 
patriot you gave away your all for the freedom of your motherland. You were still 
wedded to death and you bartered your life, lest anyone have a lustful look of your 
woman or tyrannize over the feeble. 

Brother, even your enemies were struck with your heroism and fortitude. In the 
battle of Sabraon, when your own generals had betrayed you, and there was absolutely 
no chance of your gaining a victory over your enemy, you did not surrender and 
preferred fighting to death to the laying down of arms. The British General, Sir Joseph 
Thackwell who was present at the battle, wrote, 'It is due to the Sikhs to say that they 


fought bravely, for though defeated and broken, they never ran, but fought with their 
Talwars to the last and | witnessed several acts of great bravery in some of their Sardars 
and men.' 

It was regarding this very battle that Lord Gough, the British Commander, paid 
tribute to the Sikhs in the words: ‘Policy precluded me publicly recording my sentiments 
onthe splendid gallantry of our fallen foe or to record the acts of heroism displayed, not 
only individually, but almost collectively, by the Sikh Sardars and the army; and | declare 
were it not from a deep conviction that my country's good required the sacrifice, | could 
have wept to have witnessed the fearful slaughter of so devoted a body of men." 

Writing about the second Anglo-Sikh war, General Thackwell recorded, "In this 
action as well as at Chillianwala, Sikhs caught hold of the bayonets of their assailants 
with their left hands, and closing with their adversaries dealt furious sword blows with 





their right... This\circumstancelalone)willisufficesto|demonstrate: ithelranelspecies\orar 
Courage possessed by thesemen:s 

My,friend) youltransformedithedesolate|and|thorny)jungles @iSemcl), Cami em) 
NililBars into\the most fertileland flourishing fieldsiyieldingimillionsjof,tons\of| Wheat yams 
riceland| cotton! Youlconvertedithe)thicktand| thorny, bushesandiwoody, UIC IN 
Mele Ores ciel eka ces cue) wacie isc fin FENBEW GEN today, 
reminiscent of your having livedtheres Who otherthan\youlcouldicleanthelthickiforests 
lof Tarai in U!Psand growmiles long fields ofsugarcanex, 

Yes, it, was you who\brought undencultivation\thelsandyjsoilof|Bikanenandiothe 
Wastelands in Rajasthan» Youlhad|nojhesitationlatialllinigoingjabroad, you} havelmuc] 
more than your sharelinithel wheatiproductionlof Canada southyAmericaland) manyjam 
NTH) CUMS Uae CeMseclcs Velie CMEIy Ci Ieielnerereh Colic? c | 
CSTE Vol Wa INEM S Sea) Selrliys lin n> Cone (line Wuactiatcte ths WE! 
digging of canals, excavating|mines\on straighteningiroads\inimountains, yOu! fev! fix 
aversion to any profession: You\were/asmith, a\carpenter,almasonya ae onalers Cl 
MOSLEM el SIC) ielocn El eriy cly lake, c) Clear Ein) Gaysinccip cls) 
architect, a/scientist and what not: You could|ventureitoyscalelthelhighest Himalaya 
peaks, You successfullytried your hands at painting music, poetry,and all othenfine artsaae 
You produced the topmost'spiritualists, philosophers) saints;scholarsjandimartyrs: bela 
world’admits your|Jead in'sportsmanship/and)athleticss Yours headiis high uplinieve) 
profession. But, friend, have you ever fathomed the reason behindaall this? 


4) . 
tug cone Teeter ‘Organization once published a note to the effect that “The tractor organization of the, Government, 
Bn oe and brought under cultivation vast tracts of waste land, We have, however, but to. admit thet, the Panis 
¥ the Panjab] Sardars, with their personal and private efforts have transformed a much larger area fromyfor 


beautiful fruit orchards and they are ; 
producing millions of t rage level 
irovides employ meat Eater aEoaae Sa (f tons of sugarcane and food grains and|on|averagelevely) 





(o¥sin) Clare! le1codey ake Ws) (Ta) Ant Geter (Ele foetal dla Cli ano Selan (ielele kav eels 
begotten|by thelsamejparents, onelhaving sipped the/Amrit withiaiturbaned head and 
inshorn) haifland| beard/andjthelother withoutia\turban\on hair — the/one stands as. a 
Sentinel) thelother praysifor protection, the one playsifor life, the other shuns death, 
THe Cites SELES ONSS Ell TS Cldnete SecTaeS lore) Miny-4 Weeks tanS alte an etes Nia ALS 
idifference?sAccordingsto) the) well-known) Professor Shri tT. L. Viswani, Guru Gobind 


BeeSinghisiteachingsicould be'summed up|injonelline Tolconvert every Sikh into’ a Singh.” 


minithationellinelissummed|up) to my mind; the message ofthe Guru: Itisamessage we 

Mineed|today... Letievery Sikhibecome’a Singh: Sikhimeansia disciple, Singh means Lion... 

Hlo|be/a)Singhraiman)mustirespect himself) respect the|poor/and|be loyalito the Indian 
idealoflife.s Inthe Sikh'Sanctuary,, pages 30-32 

Atipage 82\of, the’same)bookihelwrites: “The Sikhimovement was a movement of 
disciplineand|commonimenjand|women were moulded into a community of martyrs. 
ihe Sikhs won not by forcelofinumbers but by force/oficharacter.. At page 94 he writes: 
UThejreligion of the Gurus- the religion ofisacrifice, isanimmortal glory of humanity." 

Some Seven decades have passed’ when some Muslim rioters made riots in the 
town) of, Multan: They, looted) and) burnt to ashes several Hindu shops, killed some 
Hindus and then proceeded on to Gurdwara of Bhai Dayal. It was feared that they would 
setitonifire. 

/ASikh\young man waving his unsheathed sword single-handed blocked the way of 
several hundred rioters and plied it so dexterously that the rioters turning their backs on 
himitook to their heels. Soon after these riots the all India leader Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya addressedi a well-attended conference at Multan and advised his Hindu 


is book ‘The Transformation of Sikhism* Dr. Gokal Chand Narang writes: "Hindus as a race were too mild by 
nature, too contented in| their desires, too) modest in their aspiration's too averse to physical exertion and 
pelessly scrupulous In giving pain to others, even to their enemies.* 
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need and when an occasion arises to render service 
to their country or the people, men having the 
same form may stand united, and the form may 
remind them that they are the Saint - Soldiers of 
Guru Gobind Singh. In fact it was a class of selected 
persons, who had a well-defined ideology, 2 
responsibility and a character and who could be 
easily recognised by their form ‘Sabat Surat dastar 
sira,'.e., unshorn hair with a turban on. 
The form by itself was an insignia to the oneness 
of their ideology and character. It was only a 
distinctiveness. It is this distinctiveness that has 
won the Khalsa a name in the world. The very 
distinctive sight of his is an insignia to his martiality 
and his reputation as such abroad renders him 
strong all the, more. My friend, have you ever 
pondered over the importance of this 
distinctiveness of yours? Have you ever considered 
what lies hidden behind this distinct form and face? 

Certain qualities stand personified to our 
vision when we utter a common name. If we utter 
the word ‘sheep’, its physical form and the qualities 
of asheep are visualized, 'Mango’ reminds us of the 
fruit and its taste and ‘hare’ or ‘lion' are reminiscent 
of the qualities of a hare or a lion respectively. 
Similarly the word ‘Singh’ bears certain 
characteristics and gives to our mind a particular 
image. This is Guru Gobind Singh's image and the 
same is indicative of the qualities of Guru Gobind 
Singh. It is hence but necessary that every ‘Singh’ 
should imbibe the spirit and the look of the Guru. 
Disavowal of these is to disavow Guru Gobind 
Singh. My friend, the Guru raised you from the 
Position of a ‘Dass' (slave) to that of a ‘Singh’ (lion) 
(‘Dass' is an epithet of Hindu names). Singh 
embodies certain qualities and a certain form. If 
you do not want to be called a slave again, take to 
the form and qualities of a Singh. The world is an 
arena of wrestlers and unless you know wrestling 
you will not be allowed a space here. Guru Gobind 
Singh has imparted the necessary training to you. 
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; Nets Mishe Torin, oS CUT LES Tetdite 
allowed his'Sikhs\to bear, hisiown surname- Singh, 
hatiis their familynameinow: They are, so to say, 
wedded to the Guru- they have become integrally 
Yonejwithi/ him: They must, therefore, inculcate in 
them) qualities of the Guru’ they must now bear 
the Guru's character, the Guru's greatness and the 
Guru's responsibilities. 
While discussing this subject: 
ORES ewe Ure ar) 
interrogating our readers and 
trying to trace out the reason 
(exlatiarel this (secu 
fearlessness, | endurance, 
liberal-mindedness and 
nobility of character of the 
Sikhs. We have seen and 
hence we can unhesitatingly 
assert that it was here 
because they were the Singh's 
of Guru Gobind Singh. Their 
life has been fashioned in the 
Guru's mould. They have 
made over their entire self - 
their body and soul - to the 
Guru and they have become 
integrally one with him. 
My friend, now look within 
and find out if you are a Singh 
of the Guru. Do your thoughts 
your actions and your life in 
general give a glimpse of Guru 
Gobind Singh or does it present a distorted image 
of deceitful Gangu? Do you bear a character and 
present a look of the "Selected Persons" whom 
the Guru raised after him and then spoke thus of 


















"Mo graih main tan te man te sir lau dhan hai sabh hi in hiko." 

"Let my body, my mind, my head, my wealth and all that is mine be dedicated to their 
service." 

My friend, Bhai Gurdas states that on hearing the roars of the lion, all the animals in the 
jungle ran away for life. He means thereby that on the advent of Guru Nanak, all the so- 
called spiritual leaders, whose deceptive appearances and falsehoods were laid bare to 
the public view, ran off the field. History bears testimony and references made in this 
article prove the fact that whenever and wherever the Singhs of Guru Gobind Singh 
appeared on the scene, adversaries fled like the smaller animals of a jungle on the roar 
of a lion. If on occasions the Singhs had to face a defeat, they never gave up their lion's 
roar and they generally won an ideal victory. Not to speak of their well-established 
reputation in battlefields, they have won a name in the field of non-violent morchas as 
wellas in the lead given in the constructive programmes. The entire credit is due to their 
being Singhs. Those jealous of their position should remember Pt. Malviya's advice and 
follow it rather than appease their jealousy by pulling the Singh's down to their own 
level. Some simple-minded young Singhs, ignorant of being lion's progeny and have 
been born and brought up in a society of the humble and the weak, consider 
themselves to be no more than mere sheep and lamb, and like the cub of a lion brought 
up by ajackal, forget their lineage and their traditional roar. 
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My Singh brethren, you are being eclipsed thus. 
You are being deviated by the cleverer people 
and even victimized. You are being deprived of 
your character, your manly look is being 
effeminated, nay, you are being disfigured, you 
are being made a victim of the vices, you are 
being duped by flimsy honours, your turban is 
being taken of. Take care of it. It has brought you 
all the honours, it has made you a Sardar (chief), 
why lose it? Why turn a sheep into a lion? 
Beware, some other lion will then eat you up. 
You have a great heritage behind you, why do 
you lose it? Remember the greatness of the 
Guru, who gave you the nectar (Amrit), that 
converted you from a lamb into a lion, from a 
slave (Dass) into a Sardar (chief). Avow that 
Guru, imbibe his spirit and adapt yourself to his 
living and to his form, maintain your relations 
with him and preserve your position of a Singh 
of the Guru. That is the only secret behind your 
name and fame in the world. 
Keep your turban intact, my friend. 
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Some Independent Opinions 


“The Sikhs are a deeply devoted people and faith is an essential trait of their 
nature. An immense reserve of spiritual energy has been their strong asset 
in manya crisis during their 500 year-old history.” 

(World's Living Religions-by Robert E. Hume) 


"The distinctive outward feature of the Khalsa religion are the unshorn hair 
and the beard. Wearing the hair and beard has been a tradition among 
Indian ascetics. By making this obligatory, Guru Gobind Singh intended to 
emphasise the ideal of ascetic saintliness and to raise an army of soldier- 
saints. It is also likely that by making his followers easily recognizable by 
virtue of their turbans and beards, the Guru wanted to raise a body of men 
who would not be able to deny their faith when in danger but whose 
external appearance would invite persecution and, in turn, breed courage 
to resist it." 


(The Sikhs Today - by Khushwant Singh) 


“Turban must be worn, the hair must be let down and combed at least twice 
a day. Granth Sahib or sacred writings must be read morning and evening 


and, if possible, before meals." 
(The Sikhs of the Punjab - by R. E. Perry) 
"To the new holy order the Guru gave his own personality of beard and hair 
with turban on." 
(A brief Sketch of Guru Gobind Singh - Tarlochan Singh) 
"Although the Guru allowed his Sikhs to adopt the dress of every country 
they inhabit, yet they must not wear hats but turbans to confine to long hair 
they are strictly enjoined to preserve." 
(The Sikh Religion - by M. A. Macaullife) 
“Under no circumstances, not even to save his life in fever, will a Sikh allow 
his hair to be cut." 
(The Sikhs - by General Sir Charles Gough) 
“Guru Gobind Singh made Sikhism more formal. He forbade smoking and 
cutting of hair at any period of life.” 
(Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics) 
"The maintenance of uncut hair is as important to a Sikh as is the avoidance 
of pork to aJewora Muslim." 
(Mrs. P.M. Wylam, editor Sikh Courier, London) 





"Many groups of Indians who in the past wore turbans have long since 
given them up. For them the turban was simply one kind of headgear 
among others, as it is to us. To the Sikh, however, the turban is part of his 
religion, and no true Sikh will give up wearing it, even to secure ajob..." 


(Rev. R. H.S. Boyd, Belfast 9) 
“The contribution of the Sikh community in men and material was ten 
times that of any other community of India." 
(The Great War 1914-1918- Sir John Maynard) 

"They all died or were wounded for the freedom of Britain and the world 
enduring shell - fire with no other protection but the turban, the symbol of 
their faith." 

(The Sikh Regimentin the Second World War by Col. F. T. Birdwood) 
"The Sikh's turban is practical, smart and well defined and the Sikhs are 
generally noted for their fine bearing." 

(Mr. Hare, ex-Minister) 





A Word To The Young Sikhs 


Dear,Brothers and Sisters, 

Not to remember the past is to remain a child and not to learn from history isa tragedy. 

Our Gurus and innumerable Sikhs laid down their lives for upholding the universaliSikh 

principles and keeping alive the form and the spirit of the Khalsa. The principles donot 

admit changes simply because they do not suit some people, who care more for the 

passing fashions than for the ever-enduring inspired word of the Guru. Let us not be 

carried away by the prevailing wind of fashions and forget one of our basic principles of 

keeping the hair intact. 

Remember, to Guru Gobind-Singh nothing was dearer than the appearance and actions 

of a Sikh. That is why he mo@élled the Sikhs on Himself and declared, 

"RAHNI RAHE SOI SIKH MERA, OH SAHIB MAIN US KA CHERA" 

(Only him shall | call my Sikh who lives by the principles laid down for him by me. | 

wouldn't hesitate to accept such a Sikh as my master). Let us keep our Guru's word in 

our hearts and live up to his expectations. 

Instead of compromising with the circumstances let us manfully face and overcome 

them remembering that Keshas are not superfluous. The hair signifies our bond with 

the Guru who is the embodiment of all that is pure and good in this universe. We are the 

saint soldiers of Guru Gobind Singh and, like all loyal soldiers, we must unquestionably 

follow the Guru's command. COME, let us prove worthy of the great trust reposed in us 

by the Guru communicated to us in the following words - 

"The sun may rise from the West, the Ganges may flow backwards; 
June may experience snow, the breeze may burn the woods; 
The pole star may leave its place, the deserts may become oceans; 
The mountains may fly in the air, But my Khalsa shall not disobey and desert me." 
Hon. Secretary, 

The Sikh Missionary Society U.K. 
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